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Fashion doesn't have it easy these
days. If we understand it as a portrayal or
reflection of the circumstances in society,
what do the things to which we attribute
the status of fashion say about our present
relationship to the world? At the end of
the twentieth century, fashion theorist
Caroline Evans saw it on the brink of an
abyss. In Fashion at the Edge’ she puts
the concepts of designers such as Martin
Margiela, Alexander McQueen and John
Galliano for Dior into a cultural-theoretical
context she calls “post-industrial-moder-
nity.” By that she means the so far gener-
ally nameless era which somehow follows
the previous one, is somehow different,

somehow more up to date, and somehow
better capable of reconciling the dis-
appointment over modernism'’s broken
promise with the desire to carry on

The philosopher Wilhelm Schmid
speaks in this context of a “different
modernity” he considers borne “by an
enlightened enlightenment ... which is not
convinced that pure reason will someday
create perfect circumstances.”? That
would also be an age shaped by its
reflexive use of the “accomplishments
of modernity, namely its liberties in the
various areas,”® and by the tragic aware-
ness of its limits, leading ultimately to the

acceptance of the structural indissolubility
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